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Sickles Cell Ambassador 

After finding out that her daughter was born with Sickle 
Cell disease, Agnes Nsofwa, a mother of four and a 

warrior, determined to give her daughter, a second chance. 
Agnes changed her career from a banker to a nurse. 

A crusader of Sickle Cell, she founded Australia Sickle Cell 
Advocacy (ASCA}, relentlessly advocating, and raising 

awareness about this unspoken disease to save lives. 

Originally from Zambia, and a mother of four, Agnes Nsofwa landed in Perth in 2004, accompanying her husband 

who came to study accounting. Upon her husband completing the course, they successfully applied for permanent 

residency and citizenship. 'Coming from a very threatening and lonely space, the journey hasn't been easy'. After 

giving birth to her fourth child, Agnes knew within herself that there was something wrong with her daughter. Her 

daughter was diagnosed with sickle cell when she was 14 months. 'Then I didn't know what sickle cell was and 

could not even spell the name correctly'. The day her mother-in-law arrived in Australia for a visit, was the day her 

daughter was admitted in hospital. 'For me, knowledge is power'. I told my mother-in-law that I will study medicine. I 

need to know what this illness is.' Her daughter was hospitalised for approximately 6-8 weeks, a very stressful time 

for the family and a time which brought big changes to her family. 



https://aussicklecelladvocacy.org
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